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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Park City High School      

Address: 1255 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: completed 1928    City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: SA-72-X    

Current Owner: Park City Municipal Corporation  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOTS 1 THRU 44 BLK 7 SNYDERS ADDITION TO PARK CITY CONT 1.89 

AC; ALSO THAT PORTION OF VACATED WOODSIDE AVENUE BEG AT THE SE COR OF BLK 7 & RUN TH N'LY 

ALONG THE E LINE OF BLK 7 TO THE NE COROF LOT 8 BLK 7 A DISTANCE OF 200 FT; TH W ACROSS THE 

R/W TO THE NW COR OF LOT 37 OF BLK 6; TH S'LY ALONG THE W LINE OF BLK 6 TO THE SW COR OF LOT 

44 OF BLK 6 A DISTANCE OF 200 FT M/L; TH W TO THE PT OF BEG CONT 0.23 AC BAL 2.12 AC GQC-

197372-242-243 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: educational Current Use: public - library   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   
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DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 

       

DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: high school type / Collegiate Gothic style          

No. Stories: 3     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Pressed brick     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Flat roof form         

Windows/Doors: Multi-pane casement     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

This handsome school building was built in a version of the Collegiate Gothic style, a style which uses Gothic 

elements in a secular way.  The three-story masonry building has pressed brick exterior walls with a parapet 

capped by terra cotta coping.  The main façade on Park Avenue is symmetrical and marked by two entry 
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porticoes, which consist of a double door with transom on the bottom level.  Doors are topped by modernized, 

Gothic-inspired tracery containing arched windows.  The porticoes are capped with squared-off coping, a 

decorative sign with the letter “P” and a “Park City High School” sign, which is flanked on either side by a clipped 

corner with a finial.  The façade between porticos is divided into five bays by six pilasters topped by decorative 

coping and a finial.  Each bay contains a large multi-pane casement window in each floor.  Very large multi-pane 

windows puncture the façade on each floor between the entrance porticos and the north and south ends.  The 

north and south facades are relatively simple with a double door and windows, similar in elevation to the portico 

entrances.  The building used to be T-shaped, with the auditorium and gymnasium wing splitting off from the main 

classroom bar.  The Norfolk façade has been extended, however, to provide stage wings and theater storage to 

the north and south of the gymnasium/theater wing on the two levels above grade. This was part of an alteration 

project to prepare the building to become a library and arts center and does not diminish from the original 

appearance or historical significance of the building. The overall form and materiality of the building remains intact 

and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

When the site for the Park City High School building was secured in June 1926 it contained a handful of houses, 

which were promptly demolished before grading was started.  The site was between Norfolk and Woodside 

avenues on the north side of 12th Street.  The northern boundary was the old baseball grounds, which became 

jointly held between the City and the school board.   The Park City high school had been taught on the upper floor 

of the Lincoln School.  An addition was added to the building in 1914, but “The enrollment of students kept 

increasing until in 1925 the high school was again becoming too crowded, and, because of the addition being built 

over a cesspool, the school was becoming unsafe for use.”   A new high school building was badly needed, and a 

bond measure was finally approved by votes in a September 1925 election, supplying $200,000 in funds for the 

new school. 

 

The design for the new High School was completed by Scott & Welch, a prominent Salt Lake City architecture firm 

in the early twentieth century. Carl W. Scott had graduated from the University of Utah in 1907, coming to Utah 

from Minneapolis, Kansas, where he was born in 1887. George W. Welch was born in Denver in 1886, attending 

Colorado College, moving to Salt Lake City after earning his architecture degree. Scott and Welch formed a 

partnership in 1914 and became prominent in the design of institutional buildings in Utah. They designed many 

schools throughout the state and the iconic Masonic Temple, Elks Club Building, and South High School in Salt 

Lake City. 
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The Scott & Welch design was praised by the Park Record, which wrote, “With beauty and efficiency blended, 

plans of the building indicate that the school will be one of the most modern in the state.”  Fire proofing was an 

important consideration in Park City, especially in a school building, and the structure was made of concrete and 

steel, with masonry exterior and interior walls, steel windows and doors, and linoleum floors.  Three “fireproof” 

stairs led to five exits “to provide rapid egress in case of emergency.”  The Collegiate Gothic style of the building is 

visible in the combination of modern elements, like the metal windows, with Gothic-inspired elements, most notably 

the terra cotta finials and tracery around entrances. 

 

After rejecting a few bids, construction on the new high school finally began in September 1926, with site and 

foundation work being done before snow fell that autumn.   Students moved into the building for classes at the 

beginning of the 1927-28 school year as hoped, but the auditorium was not completed due to construction delays.   

A formal opening ceremony was held on February 16, 1928, which was attended by about 800 people who were 

addressed by Board of Education trustee J. William Stoner.  In his address, Stoner dedicated the school to the 

service of all mankind in that noble task of increasing knowledge and promoting virtue.  But more particular let it be 

devoted to the preparation of the young manhood and young womanhood of Park City, so that they may be better 

fitted to carry on the duties of life, that they may here learn those lessons which not only fit them for their daily 

vocations, but also those sterling qualities that make for high moral character and good citizenship.  

The building served Park City as the high school for almost fifty years until the current Park City High School was 

opened in 1977. 

 

After the high school moved out of the building, it served as Carl Winters Middle School until the Treasure 

Mountain Junior High was completed in 1982. The building sat vacant for most of the 1980s and was solicited for 

proposals including a restaurant, a housing project, and a cultural center and hotel.  It was ultimately decided to 

renovated the building for the Park City Library—which was outgrowing its home at the moved and renovated 

Miner’s Hospital—as well as other educational and cultural institutions.  The $2.5 million renovation was completed 

in 1993, and the building has housed the library ever since.  The Jim Santy Auditorium on the third floor hosts 

Sundance Film Festival events, as well as other community activities.  The 1993 renovation is currently being 

demolished and replaced with a new renovation to the north and west sides of the building.  It remains to be seen 

how this renovation will impact the historical integrity of the Park City High School building.  
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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MAPS 
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