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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Edwin Kimball House      

Address: 811 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1895      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PRKWDP-811-AM    

Current Owner: Lawrence Brown  

Legal Description (include acreage): UNIT 811 PARKWOOD PLACE CONDOMINIUMS AMENDED; ACCORDING 

TO THE OFFICIAL PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE CONT 2019.01 SQ FT 

TOGETHER WITH AN UND 5.9% INT IN THE COMMON AREA 1954-309 2014-872 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling  Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Truncated pyramid roof form sheathed in asphalt shingle        

Windows/Doors: Large horizontally oriented window openings flanking a center door     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

811 Park is a pyramid type house that recently underwent renovation. The pyramid house is one of the main three 

house types built during the historic Park City mining era and, of those three, was the most recent occurring mostly 

at the end of that time period. The truncated hipped roof has a steep pitch, and is sheathed with composition 

shingles. The walls are clad with drop novelty siding. The windows are all in sets of three, with a large pane in the 

center, flanked by two narrow panes. There is a set of these windows on either side of the central door. The door is 

a simple wood frame and panel door with an upper light. The porch is covered by a hipped roof that is supported 

by lathe turned posts with a simple railing running between the posts. The foundation is concrete with a brick 

facing, shown on the lower level. A concrete retaining wall runs through the yard and concrete steps lead to the 

porch from the sidewalk. No pictures of the house prior to rehabilitation are available, therefore, it is unknown 

exactly what aspects of the house were altered. The current house matches the description on the National 

Register nomination form and it appears to be the same as what is shown on the Sanborn insurance maps. The 

overall form and materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

This house was built between 1889 and 1900, judging from the Sanborn Insurance maps from those years. It is 

likely that the house was built while the property was under the ownership of Edwin Kimball, a stagecoach 

entrepreneur.  He gave it to his sons, who had formed the Kimball Investment Company, in 1918. They owned 

several properties in town, including their livery stable, which was located where the Kimball Arts Center is now.  

 

The property went up for a tax sale, and was purchased in 1928 by J.E. Nelson. Joseph Nelson appears on the 

1920 census for Park City, at which time he was living with his wife Sarah and their two children in a different house 

on Park Avenue. He worked as a salesman for a grocery store. He had also worked as an operator for the railroad 

at one point. The property was transferred to his wife. She appears on the 1930 census, living in this house without 

her husband, though the census states that she was still married. Her son Sumner still lived with her at that time. 

 

The 1940 census shows that the house was owned and occupied by V.C. McBride at that time, though the title 

history states that he did not own the house until 1941. He worked as a millman for a mining company, and lived in 

the house with his wife Agnes and their three children. The property stayed in their family for several years, but is 

currently owned by Lawrence Brown. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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