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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Kimball Double Dwelling House #1      

Address: 690 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1885      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: TLC-C-1      

Current Owner: Mahoney Enterprises LP  

Legal Description (include acreage): COMMERCIAL UNIT C-1, TOWN LIFT CONDOMINIUMS, ACCORDING TO 

THE OFFICIAL PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE TOGETHER WITH UND 5.4945% 

INT IN THE COMMON AREAS CONT 1267 SQ FT OR 0.03 AC855-171 1501-1713 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: commercial   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Hall-parlor - double cell type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding      

Foundation: Not verified, assumed to be concrete.      

Roof: Gable roof form sheathed in asphalt shingles         

Windows/Doors: Two-over-two double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 690 Park Avenue was described in a 1984 National Register nomination as follows: 

 

“This house is a one story frame rectangular building with a gable roof. Like the hall and parlor house type, this 

building has a rectangular form with a rear shed extension, is oriented broadside to the street, and has a gable 

roof. It therefore was included with hall and parlor houses in the survey of Park City houses. This house, in 

actuality, is a variant of the hall and parlor house, because, in contrast to the hall and parlor house which has a 

plan of two rooms of unequal size across the front of the house, this house was divided into two rooms of equal 

size. It has a double cell plan, as is indicated by the two doors on the facade. Each door is centered between two 

windows. There is a small shed roof porch over the south entrance. The building is probably two rooms deep, as is 
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indicated by the two windows on each end of the building. The windows are the double hung sash type, and have 

six over nine lights. There is a shed extension which spans the rear of the house. It was probably part of the original 

construction. The only major alteration made to the house was the addition of a door and an outside set of stairs 

leading to it in the top half story of the north gable end. The stairs and door were added to provide access to the 

top half story of the house, and do not affect the original character of the building. This house is one of a pair of 

identical houses that were built side by side. The other house, at 702 Park, no longer maintains its original integrity 

because a large dormer was added to the front of the building. On the other hand, 690 Park has received only one 

unobtrusive major alteration and maintains its original integrity.” 

 

A full width porch has been added, similar to the house adjacent, which was built identically to this house. The 

porch has a hipped roof that extends from the main roof, and is supported by lathe turned posts topped with 

decorative brackets. A simple railing stretches between the piers. The house is currently being used for 

commercial purposes. The addition of the porch has historical context and does not negatively impact the 

character of the building. The overall form and materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its 

historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1885, the Kimball Double Dwelling House #1 at 690 Park is architecturally significant as one of 76 extant 

hall and parlor houses in Park City, 22 of which are included in this nomination. The hall and parlor house, the 

earliest house type to be built in Park City, and one of the three most common house types that were built during 

the early period of Park City’s mining boom era, significantly contributes to the character of the residential area. In 

addition it is especially significant as one of about three double cell houses in Park City of which only two maintain 

their original integrity. The double cell house is a folk type, generally one room deep and two rooms wide, with two 

separate entrances on the facade. It has the same gable roof and rectangular form oriented broad side to the 

street as does the hall and parlor house, therefore it was included in that basic category when the Park City 

buildings were evaluated. The double cell house is one of seven basic house types found in Utah during the early 

years of settlement, but it was never an extremely popular house type like the hall and parlor house. Because few 

double cell houses are extant in Park City, it is likely that in Park City too it was not a popular house type. This 

house is also significant as one of the earliest multi-family dwellings in Park City. Park City's double cell houses 
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were built as duplexes, a use for which the form was well suited. The type, however, did not originate as a duplex, 

but rather as a solution to the requirement of tradition that the arrangement of openings on the facade be 

symmetrically arranged. The only possible solution for a house with two rooms of equal size was to have a door into 

each room. A single door into just one of the rooms would have produced an unbalanced arrangement of 

openings. The use of the double cell in Park City as a duplex was logical because the growth of the community 

produced the need for rental property and a variety of house sizes to handle a transient population. Double cell 

houses in other parts of the state, however, were built as single family houses, possibly as polygamist houses in 

some instances, and occasionally as duplexes. 

 

The Kimball Double Dwelling House #1 was built around 1885, probably as investment property for Edwin Kimball, 

a prominent businessman in the Park City area. The house next door at 702 Park is almost identical to this house 

and was probably built at the same time. Edwin Kimball, a native of Massachusetts, had come to Utah in 1865 and 

had been associated with Park City since its early mining camp days of the early 1870s. His primary occupation 

was operating a mine supplies business, but he also had extensive real estate holdings and investments in other 

enterprises which brought him much financial success. Edwin Kimball served as mayor of Park City for a time. In 

the mid-1880s, however, he moved to Salt Lake City where he built a fine, large house at 125 South 600 East. He 

died in 1893. His widow, Geneva A. Hartwell 

Kimball, managed much of his business affairs after his death, and this property remained in Kimball Investment 

Company ownership until 1917.” 

 

The property has changed hands several times since the historic period and is currently owned by Mahoney 

Enterprises LP. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 

 

 

 



6 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 
 



7 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 
 



8 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 
 

 



9 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

 
690 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 

 
690 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 
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690 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 
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