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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Kimball’s Garage      

Address: 638 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: 1929-1930     City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-107-108-X    

Current Owner: Kimball Art Center  

Legal Description (include acreage): ): PART OF BLK 7 PARK CITY SURVEY & BLK 53SNYDERS ADDITION TO 

PARK CITY COM SE'LY COR SD BLK 7 TH S 66*52' W 168.20 FT ALG S'LY LN BLK 7 TO SW COR BLK 7 TH N 

28*50' W 86.20 FT, N 61*10' E 100 FT, N 28* 50' W 29.25 FT N 61*10' E 72.10 FT, S32*25' E 47.61 FT; S 23*38' 

E 84.98 FTTO BEG ALSO: BEG AT A PT THAT IS W 168.55 FT FR THE SW COR OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 

OF SEC 16, T2SR4E, SLBM & RUN TH S 75*51'10" W 2.83 FT; TH N 32*25'00" W 47.61 FT; TH N 61*10'00" E 

1.85 FT; TH S 33*25'00" E 48.39 FT TO THE PT OF BEG CONT 109 SQ FT BAL 0.42 AC SWD-361 M34-316 

M103-665 M22-249WWD-367-415 M38-585-590 724-712 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: road-related (vehicular)  Current Use: museum   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          03/07/1979 - Park City Main Street Historic District 
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DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 

       

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Other Commercial type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Pressed brick, concrete and glazing     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Bow-truss roof form with rolled roofing material         

Windows/Doors: Expansive single-pane casement type with narrow transoms and multi-pane casement type  

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 



3 

Planning Department/ Park City Corporation 

The building at 638 Main reflects the simple Twentieth Century Commercial style, which sheds ornamentation in 

favor of simplicity. The building is clad in pressed brick, with a parapet of alternation running and soldier courses 

topped in clay tile coping. The Heber Avenue façade features two larger open-air structural bays on the west side 

and three narrower bays on the east, which are filled with storefront windows and doors. The Park Avenue façade 

has an open-air bay on the south end, a closed bay, and two windows openings, each containing three four-over-

four casement windows, from right to left. The open-air space on the southwest corner was once a covered area 

for car refueling and service, and is now partially filled in by a glass gift shop, while some patio space remains. The 

east half of the building—once the service showroom—has been combined with the original service and storage 

area of the northwest to create the gallery space for the Kimball Art Center. A garage door into the lower level on 

the northwest corner has been filled in. The north façade has twelve regularly-spaced multi-pane windows, six on 

each level. A plaza and an enclosed staircase structure have been added to the east of the building, near the 

corner of Main Street and Heber Avenue. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The Park Record provided a comprehensive history of the future site of Kimball’s Garage in 1927 when the old buildings on the 

site were demolished: 

With the tearing down of the old blacksmith shop on the Kimball Brothers property at the corner of Park and Heber 

Avenues, an old landmark of the city gives way to progress. This building was erected in 1873, and was occupied by a 

Mr. Montgomery as a general store, the first in Park City, which later became the M.S. Ascheim company. After the 

store was moved to Main street, the building was made into a rooming and boarding house, conducted for several 

years by Mrs. Rhoda Snyder, widow of G.G. Snyder, one of the early pioneers of this county. The building, together 

with the Kimball Bros. stable, remained standing after the big fire of 1898, and in that year was remodeled and put into 

service as a blacksmith and wagon shop, by B.E. Hartwell. The corner will now be adorned with an up-to-date service 

station, in connection with a new garage that will be built adjoining in the near future.1 

The owners of the neighboring Kimball Bros. livery recognized the impending shift in technology from horse transportation to 

automobiles and decided to expand into the market by building the new Kimball’s Garage. 

 

While the abandoned one-story brick blacksmith building was demolished in 1927, construction on the new brick building did 

not begin until October 1929, when the Record announced, “Monday of this week actual construction work was started on the 

new $45,000 Kimball Garage.”2 When the new garage opened, the Record praised the building, writing that “it’s dollars to 

doughnuts there is not as large or as modern a garage in any city the size of Park City in the state, as the recently completed 

Kimball garage on lower Main.”3 Kimball’s Garage competed with the nearby Park Garage, at 611 Main, and was popular with 

Park City residents. The business changed on two occasions but remained a service center. It was home to Silver Town 

 
1 “Park Float,” Park Record, April 8, 1927. 
2 “Park Float,” Park Record, October 11, 1929. 
3 “Stroller Notices,” Park Record, March 14, 1930. 
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Service from 1940-1949. Then Fred Eley, Sr. ran the Eley Motor Co. (sometimes referred to as “Eley’s Garage” or “Eley 

Motors”) out of the garage from 1949 until his death in 1968.  

 

Following Eley’s death, the building fell into disrepair and was used as storage for Park City Ski Resort from 1972 until 1976, 

when Bill Kimball (no relation to the original Kimball brothers) started the Kimball Art Center. The interior was remodeled, and 

the exterior was renovated to accommodate the new center, which held its grand opening on November 20, 1976. The old 

brick façade was covered by wood siding until the early 2000s, when a restoration project was undertaken in preparation for 

the 2002 Winter Olympics. The Kimball Art Center has become a major institution in the city and a major partner in Park City’s 

annual Art Festival. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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638 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

638 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 
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638 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

638 Park Avenue. South elevation. November 2013. 
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638 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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