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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Harwood Residence      

Address: 628 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1889      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-113      

Current Owner: 628 Park Avenue LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 25 & LOTS 26,27 & 28 BLK 8 PARK CITY SURVEY (LESS A TRACT 

FOR HWY PROJECT #97) QWD154-5 AD519 IQC389 M2-29 M4-226 M6-206 M27-113 M160-103 M180-454 

354-761-3-6-9 356-417-8 537-360 (REF:826-316) 948-9 1727-1439 1767-1632 1862-1549; 0.21 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: vacant/not in use   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

           (date: 03/07/1979 - Park City Main Street Historic District) 

       The site no longer meets the criteria for listing in the National Register. 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Central Passage type          

No. Stories: 2     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Stucco     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Gable roof form sheathed in wooden shingles         

Windows/Doors: Fixed casement windows     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

628 Park is composed of two main volumes, the original John and Mary Harwood Residence (dating to the late 

1880s) and a noncontributory addition (dating to 1973). This form is concerned more with the historical volume, 

which is of concrete construction, a rarity in 1880s Park City residences, which were almost entirely wood frame 

structures. The gable roof is clad in wood shingles, with a chimney near both the east and west ends. There are 

two gable dormers on the north aspect of the roof, a larger one to the east and a smaller one to the south. The 

main entrance to the building is off of Heber Avenue to the north, with a barrier-free entrance on the south off of 

Park Avenue. The lower two floors are clad in stucco over concrete, while the gable ends on the third floor are clad 

in drop wood siding and feature cornice returns. Seven of the eight windows on the main north façade are fixed 

casement type, while the upper right window is a double-hung type. These were all two-over-two double-hung 

windows in an early 1940s tax photo.  The two windows in each gable end are double-hung type, which is 

consistent with the 1940s tax photo. However, the fenestration on the east façade were covered by the 1973 
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addition, and the exterior wall on that aspect has been largely removed to allow for circulation between the two 

volumes. An addition to the southeast of the main residence (visible in the tax photo) was removed at some point 

after 1941. The setting has changed in other ways: the Crescent Tramway, which ran immediately to the north of 

the house, has been removed; a blacksmith shop that stood to the north in the early twentieth century was 

demolished and Heber Avenue was widened; and the 1973 addition has reduced the historical integrity of the site. 

However, the Harwood Residence remains an important artifact of Park City history and contributes to the feeling 

of Old Town. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The main, west volume of 628 Main was constructed prior to the 1889 Sanborn Map of Park City, which shows a 

concrete dwelling with a shingle roof. The exact date of this construction is unclear; John Harwood took out a 

$300.00 mortgage on the property in July 1889, but this money was not necessarily for construction of the main 

residence. The house was an important part of the June 19, 1898 Great Fire, which destroyed most of Main Street 

and caused over $1,000,000 in damages. Constructed of concrete, the main house survived the fire and was its 

northern boundary. Seeing the Harwood residence as a fitting location for a firebreak, “buildings on the south side 

of John Harwood’s concrete residence were blown up with giant powder and the flames brought under 

subjugation.”  The next edition of the Park Record, which inventoried damaged buildings listed “John Harwood two 

houses” as being destroyed, while the concrete house was left standing, as evidenced by an etching depicting the 

damaged swath of Main Street with “John Harwood’s Residence” labeled and shown standing on the right side. 

 

Little is known about John Harwood, but he died at some point between the 1898 Fire and the 1900 census, which 

lists his widow Mary living in the building with six lodgers. The “Boardinghouse Bill” of 1901, which allowed miners 

to live where they chose instead of the mandated company housing near the mines—had not yet passed, so 

Harwood’s boarders were working in support industries, representing the bartending, teamster, day laborer, and 

house painter professions. They were either single men or married but living away from their family. The 1900 

Sanborn Map shows an eastern addition to the main concrete house, which was either the boardinghouse or Mary 

Harwood’s quarters. Another interesting early site feature of the property was the Crescent Tramway, a narrow-

gauge railroad that ran immediately to the north of the concrete house and carried ore from the Crescent Mine to 

the Crescent Mining Company concentrator plant, which was roughly 100 yards east of the Union Pacific Depot, 

near present-day Deer Valley Drive. 
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The Harwood Residence was still a boardinghouse in the 1907 Sanborn, and it was purchased in that year by 

William Ritter, who had been the proprietor of the “Hot Pots at Midway,” a series of hot springs about ten miles 

from Park City. The 1910 census shows Ritter living in the house with his wife , three sons, and a daughter, while 

housing the Snow family and two other lodgers. The house continued as a boardinghouse with proprietor’s 

quarters for most of the twentieth century. The 1929 Sanborn shows the same configuration as 1907, as does the 

1941 Sanborn, which labels the building as an apartment with 3 units (probably one unit for each floor). Tax cards 

from 1949 and 1957 indicate that the building was still used for residential purposes. 

 

In late 1964, the building became multi-use when the Timberhaus Ski Shop opened on the first floor and 

dormitories were set up in the upper floor.  The building was shut down for a time after it was damaged by fire in 

1969, but Timberhaus reopened after reconstruction.  The eastern addition was erected in 1973, providing more 

floor space for the lower retail functions.  Timberhaus sold the building in 1985 to Rolando Properties, Inc., and it 

has been a variety of businesses since then. The building, currently for sale, is now owned by 628 Park Avenue 

and is vacant, most recently housing a Mexican restaurant from 2010 to 2013. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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628 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

628 Park Avenue. North elevation. November 2013. 
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628 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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